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EDITORIAL 


As the new Editor of tt Chess in Action' 1 I am naturally very anxious 
to provide Members of Chess Friends of Northern California with a maga¬ 
zine they will like. Having had some experience of editing small jour¬ 
nals, I strongly believe that the right magazine could build membership 
for CMC and generally stimulate interest in the game. So, it is my aim 
to try and make Tt Chess in Action™ something more than a more sheet of 
what has just happened and what is just about to* 

To start the ball rolling, 1 would like to feature the following 
regularly; 

(1} Letters to the Editor , All readers of the magazine are invited 
to write to me about anything pertaining to Chess, Criticisms, 
c on st r u etive or others ji s e, m 11 be wei € omed he a r t i ly . 

(2) The Artist Chessplayer * This series of articles will discuss how 
to make chessboards and.chessmen, not only for regular use but also 
as art pieces. The first of this series, on boards, appears in this 
edition* 

£3) IT Even Homer Mods' 1 * This will be a series of short articles 

on amazing instances of mental aberation on the part of masters and 
first-class players. 

(4) News from the Clubs , All Group and Team Captains have been 

asked to cooperate with this section but it has not been possible 
to organize this for this edition. 

(5) The Chess Mart . Members may want certain items of Chess 

equipment or Chess books or magazines* Other members may have some¬ 
thing to sell. To date we only have a few items. No charge (for the 
present)* 

(6) The Problem rage * Here it is hoped to present problems of 

exceptional interest and run them as a competition with prizes. 













(7) Play Chesswith ''THE bFQQK" , Far details, see this Edition 


I look forward to meeting you all at the Sheraton-Palace Hotel on 
April 19-20* 

The Editor 


THE ARTIST CHESSPLaYER 
1, - Chess Boards 

A cheap, practical, and easily.made board can be fashioned 
out of a simple sheet of masonite or fibraboard, ■ Almost all you have to 
do is to mark it off into 64 squares and paint half of them white or yel¬ 
low, 

The first improvement is to fix a simple frame around the 
masonite - a difficult job if you do not have the necessary equipment, a 
simple job if you have, A cabinet shop will fix you up with, a framed 
square of masonite for a few dollars. 

Starting with a framed square of masonite, you can do many 
things. One of the most interesting is to glue mosaic tile onto the 
masonite, Italian mosaic tiles (2 cm, square) can be set in clusters of 
four to form a standard sized chess board. The cost of the tiles depends 
on the colors. You would need 256 in all, 12$ of one color, 12$ of 
another, I have bought these for as little as one cent apiece for vhite 
and two cents for black* That would mean about .i4-00, You cement the 
tile to the board with white glue that turns colorless when dry and is 
obtainable from most hardware stores. After fixing your tile to the 
board, it is necessary to grout it with a rich mixture of cement or a 
grouting mixture bought from the hardware store. This may be tinted 
wit h water-colors. 

Another effective finish is to partially grout the tile, 
that is, wipe off as much as possible, and level the board, after the 
grout has dried, with liquid aluminum, that can now either be bought in 
a tube,, or in cans from art stores under the name of TT Sculp-Metal", When 
polished with steel wool and burnished with the back of a teaspoon, it 
comes up like antique silver. This may be tinted black or brown with 
shoe dyes, or golden with yellow ink, . 

More ambitious "do-it-yourselfers" can easily progress 
to making chess tables with an inlaid board. Wrought iron frames for 
plywood tops can be obtained for around $15*00, 

For chessplayers interested in Kriegspiel, a rectangular 
table large enough for three checkered squares is recommended. 



EVEM HOMER NODS 

in the Monte Carlo Masters 1 Tournament of 1902, 'Marco, pressed for time 
and believing he could do nothing to save the KB, resigned the game, 
ij VMS AFTERWARDS discovered that he could have obtained a winning 
advantage ev playing 6 - NS i’ winning the Queen for Rook and 6ishop, i,e,i 
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Black (Marco); 
(c ircled) 

9 



White (Pop tel) : 9 


( i'K/ 19SR2P I/P6P/ IP2Qw2/58p5/5q4/p^pp/I e IrJk/ in CASE DIAGRAM IS NOT CLEAR) 

THE CHESS fvVKRT 

(All gommuni cat r ons* should oe addressed to The Editor, I4 Sates Blvd, , 

Or i no a , California, and marked m Chess Mart 11 0 

i HAVE AN 1VORV CHINESE HANDCARVED CHESS SET THAT HAS BEEN CHIPPED, A 

number of swords and spears and horses tails are missing* Odes anyone 

know of An IVORY CARVER WHO COULD REPAIR IT FOR ME 7 

We have a number of reguests for used Chess Clocks* Odes anyone have 
any for sale 7 


Demonstration boards wanted* Contact immediately. 























THE PROBLEM PAGE 
A Competition with Prizes 

Heps are the first four of a series of twelve problems. Solutions should 

SE MAILED TO THE Ed I TOR j "CHESS IN ACTION© 14 BATES Bl,VD t , Or | NDA , WITHIN I 5 
OAVS OF RECEIPT OF THE MAGAZINE, SCORING IS THE SAME AS FOR THE PAN FrANC tSCO 

Chronicle 1 s Chess Ladder. Prizes for the first three winners. Editors decision 
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Problem No, f 
White to plav and win. 
Black (c ircleo) 4 
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White: 7 
Problem No. 3 


White to mate im 2 
Black (girdled) 3 
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Problem No* 2 

Black is checkmate. What Were the 

LAST TWO MOVES, 

Black (circled) 6 
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Problem No* 4 
White to move and win. 
Black (cigcled) 6 
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White * 5 


2 , 6 k I/PP 6 /3 6 P 2 pKI/6pP/7f/S/f7/I 06 
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COME OUT CLEARLY). 












































































































Chess Friends of Northern California Open Championship 


The Championship held in Oakland on March 1st and 2nd was won 
by Hank Mondria of Oakland, who beat Dan McLeod of San Bruno in the 
final round. The Champion is returning to Holland in July. We shall 
surely miss his strong play here but Irish him the best of luck. 

Here are the ibll results of the Championship (asterisks 
indicate book prises won; all firsts received trophies): 

A DIVISION : Robert Dickinson, Redwood City,* Roger Smock, Berkeley,* 

E, Semanis and D* McLeod, 4 points each; James Schmerl, Piedmont and 
David Bogdanoff, Redwood City, 3i points each; David Krause, Palo Alto, 
Arthur Wang, Berkeley, Claude Shannon, Palo Alto and Carl Bergman, Berke¬ 
ley* 3 points each, W.F* Sprague, Antioch, John Veguilla, El Cerrito, 
Ronald Thacker, Richmond, Jilliam Rebold, Berkeley, Dr, Brie Plaut, Berke 
ley, Hugh Morlson, Walnut Creek, Ralph Lamon, Berkeley, David Hardy, 
Orinda and Raymond Cuneo, Oakland, 2| points each; Harold Edelstein, Ban 
Carlos, Peter Cleghorn, Redwood City, Leighton Allen, S.F., Carl Huneke, 
S.F,, Roy Hoppe 2 points each; Win* Stevens, S.F., Leonard Hill, Mountain 
View, 1| points each; Robert Trenberth, Oakland and George Robinson, S.F* 
1 point each; Henry King, S.F. J point, Gerald J* Smith, Berkeley, Jim 
Fredgren and Steve Joplin, Oakland dropped out after two rounds. 

B DIVISION : J.C, Cook, S.F,, 4| points; B. Foreman, Richmond,* L. Schure 
Alameda,* R* Turner, Oakland,* and L, Gowen, S.F., 4 points each; Isham 
Hailey, San Carlos, Erik Osbun, Santa Rosa and R, Oberg, Richmond 3 h 
points each, Chas. McGinley, Oakland, E.L* Byrne, S.F., R. Wiebe, Berke¬ 
ley*, Peter Rohwer, Santa Crus and Wm* Pattullo, S.F., 3 points each; 

G» Fouke, S.F,, A. Knack, Redwood City, M* Frandy, Hayward, E. Salo, San 
Lorenso, R, La PXaca, Oakland and D. Sutherland, S.F., 2\ points each; 
B.L. Berry, Oakland, S. Kilker,* Walnut Creek, E, Brent, S.F,, Lincoln 
Brown, Richmond, C. Spits, S.F., Wm. Gowen, Mill Valley and D, Dalessi, 
Richmond, 2 points each; R. Duering, S.F., L.E, Perry, Hayward, R. Lund, 
San Lorenzo, E. Barth olomew, Hayv;ard and G* La Brash, S.F*, 1 point each; 
D, Watts, San Rafael and J*P* White, San Rafael 0. 

C DIVISION : J. B. Smith, Richmond 4| points; Philip Fong, Oakland,* 

4 i" points; Wm* Joplin, Oakland,* Arden B. Hill, Los Altos and C, W* 
Hathway, San Jose 4 points each; Richard Shorman, Berkeley 3i points, 

M. Barth olomew, Hayward, Lester Roberts, 3 * F *, Kent McGi11icuddy, Walnut 
Creek, L. Osternig, Berkeley, F. L. Nielsen, S.F., * and Paul Vayssie, 
S.F., 3 points each; R* Tally, S*F., L, Wheeler, S.F., Marian Schwarts, 
Berkeley and A. A* Busby, Will its, 2*- points each; J. T. Hurley, S.F., 

E*N. Dodge, Willits, M. Ayer, Berkeley, Donald Stone, Oakland, F. Oberg, 
Richmond,* Wm, Koenig, Oakland, 2 points each; M. O’Neill, El Sobrante, 
Roderick Freeman, Monterey, and C. Clark Delk, Jr., S.F* 1J points each; 
Dr, L. Rosenstein, S.F*, and Louise Coriou, 3.F., 1 point each, J.B* 
Powell, Oakland, Elvina Blied, S.F., and M. Bradley, Oakland, 0* 






THE CHAMPION'S KEY GAMES 
(That worn him the C.F.K.C. Championship) 




White: Mondria 

Black: McLeod 

White: iiondria 

Black: 

Simanis 

English Opening 



French 

Defence 


1 *P-QB4 

N-KB3 

13.PxB 

QxP 

l.P-K* 

P-K3 

14.R-K1 

P-QR3 

2.N-KB3 

P-K3 

14.KxB 

P-K4 

2,P-Q4 

P-Q4 

15 * B-Q3 

R-Nl 

3.P-KN3 

P-QN3(a) 

15.N-Q5 

Q-K3 

3+N-QB3 

B-N5 

16.QR-QN1 

N-R2 

4.B-N2 

B-N2 

16.N-KB3 

Q-N 5(d) 

4.P-&5 

P-QB4 

17,BxN 

QxB 

5.N-B3 

P-B4 

17.K-N2 

QR-K1 

5.P-QR3 

BxN c b 

l3,BxP 

B-Q2 

6.0-0 

B-K2 

1B.P-KR3 

Q-R4(e) 

6, PxB 

Q-B2 

19 .RxNP 

RxR 

7.P-Q3 

0-0 

19.P-KM4 

Q-R3 

7.G-Q2 

N-Q2 

20* BxR 

BxP 

8.F-K4 

N-B3 

20.P-B5 

P-KN4 

3.P-QR4 

FxP 

21.Q-R5 

N-B3 

9-N-Kl 

P-Q3 

21.BxP 

Q-N2 

9 * PxP 

NxPI 

22, BxN 

BxB 

10.P-B4 

M-Q5(b) 

22.N-B6ch 

K-Rl 

10-B-R3 

N-QB3 

23-N-K5 

B-K.1 

ll.P-K5(c) 

BxB 

23.NxR(f) 


11.H-B3 

KN-K2 

24.N-Q3 

Q-Q3 

12,PxN 

BxR 



12.B-N5 

0-0 

25.R-N1 

R-Nl 





13.0-0 

R-Ql 

26,RxR 

QxR 

(a) Prefer King's Indian here. 

(b) 10 



27.Q-N4 

QxQ 

Q-B-was needed. In 

a finachetto game 



23.NxQ 

K-Bl 

on both sides (same 

diagonal) the 



29.F-KB4 

K-K2 

catch which 

now makes its appearance 



30.K-B2 

K-Q3 

must be knovm or you 

are apt to 

fall 



31.K-K3 

P-B3 

into the tr 

■ap as Black does now* 

. (c) 



32.P-B3 

B-N3 

This hurts 

and decidesi (d) If 

16, 



33,F-N3 

B-B4 

P-K5; 17,N- 

■N51 etc. 

(e ) IS*. QxNch; 



34* F-KR4 

Draw 

!9-QxQjNxQ; 

20.KxN.P 

-B4; and hoping 





for the best,,,was best, Nov/ he gets 






entangled, (f) And black resigns soon 
after* 




SOME COMMENTS ON THE 1953 C,F,N,C.OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

While endeavoring to produce some interesting analyses of the games 
played in the Championship* I came across the following; 


White 

1.P-Q4 


Black 

Resigns 


Across the Score Sheet was written the one word "CHICKEN 1 'I 


An analysis of the openings and defences used in the Championship re¬ 
sulted in the following: 


Queen's Pavm Opening 

41 

games 

Sicilian Defence 

. 17 

it 

French Defence 

14 

TI 

Queen f s Indian 

12 

If 

Queen's Gambit Declined 

9 

fl 

Fetroff 1 s Defence 

3 

tr 

Two Knights Defence 

a 

Tr 

King's Indian 

6 

n 

English Opening 

5 

tf 

Ruy Lopes 

5 

ff 


COMMITS FROM CHAMPIONSHIP cont’d 


Giuoco Piano 5 games 

Caro Kann 4 ff 

Colle System 3 

Zukertort 3 SI 

Ret I 3 rt 

Scotch Gambit 3 IT 

Evans Gambit 2 TI 

Queen’s Gambit 2 TT 


Also represented by one game apiece were King’s Bishop Opening, Hatch 
Defence, Bishop’s Gambit, King’s Gambit, Two Indian Defence, Max Lange, 
Vienna Game, Danish Opening, and Fianchetto Defence, 

I had every intention of continuing my analysis to show hovr many times 
V/hite and Black won the games in each category. Unfortunately, time proved 
too short. Also, the condition of the score sheets did not help- It would 
help if, in future, players would try and show clearly (1) The Name of the 
Opening, and (2) The Result of the Game, Also, a number of games were re* 
corded in a code other than the one in general use in this part of the 
world and vhich would require quite some hours of labor before they could 
be reduced to the generally understood TT P-K4 rT System- 


Some of the shorter games are reproduced herewith: 


White: 

Rebold 

Black: Smook 

English Opening 

1.P-QB4 

MB3 

11.P-B3 

PxP 

21.KR-B1 

P-B5 

2.N-QB3 

P*KN3 

12.PxF 

M*R4 

22.N-B3 

B-Q2 

3.P-KN3 

B-N2 

13 .K-K2 

P«B4 

23.B-B1 

ikP 

4 p B*M 2 

0-0 

14.E-B4 

NxM 

24.PxP 

N-Q5 

5.P-Q4 

P*B3 

15.BxR 

JtfxP 

25.Q-Q 

KxPch 

6*f-K3 

P-Q4 

16 0-0 

N*K3 

26 .K-H2 

B-B3 

7,P*B5 

P*N3 

17.B-K5 

BxB 

27.K-K3 

N-I%ch 

S.F-QN4 

PxF 

iB.PxB 

P-B5 

26 .K-R2 

R-B?ch 

9,1'JPxP 


19.Q-32 

Q-R4 

29.B-K2 

P-Q5 

10 * R.-N 

P-K4 

20.W-R4 

P-B4 

30.R-E2 






Resigns 


^ sfc sj; ">'f ^ ^ a£ 

; Sjc S[z a;: 4': ij: # # }\: 

iyi 3p Jjtsjs 3^ 5-Jt 3j; 3jv 3C= jjwls. ffi ?ji 3j: i# Jjj 3^ >)i ;j; S^3|; J{E 3^ V J i £ 

sji 3|i3^ ijf 3jt s}s ^ ^ j{,: ^ $|jc 1$ 

White: 

Railey 

Black: Foreman 

Queen * s Indian 

1.P-G4 

N-KB3 

5.B-B4 

B-H5ch 

9.Q-K4 

MxP 

2.P-QB4 

P-K4 

6.N-QB3 

G~K2 

X0,R*B 

Q-B4 

3.FxF 

N-N5 

7.Q-N3 

M-R4 

11.B-Q2 

mate 

4 -H-KB3 

N-QB3 

S.Q-B2 

TIxP 



,1, o. -sU xU :>a x'. 

'j' “i' hr -r- 'i* -r r i - -fi 

i sfit sgs j;? $ jj; 

3;; 3-: 3^ 3,; jjf l(< jjjG 5$C 3j: # 


r nr ^ -*j' -v v ■'■r 

# ^3{f^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 5^=5* ajc 

White: 

Ayer 

Black: Qsternig 

Queen T s Fawn 

1.F-C4 

F-Q4 

9*P-K4 

PxP 

17,P-B4 

PxP 

2.M-K33 

N-KB3 

IG.NxP 

H-Q2 

1B.F-R5 

PxP 

3.P-K3 

P-K3 

11.0-N5 

M-BX 

19,NxP 

NxN 

4.B-Q3 

P-QB4 

12,Q-R5 

P-N3 

20,PxP 

R-K2 

5.P-B3 

h-B3 

I3-Q-B3 

P-B3 

2 i,P-K?ch 

BxP 

6 .N-Q2 

B-K2 

14.P-KR4 

PxN 

22 .Q-N6 

B-Q5ch 

7 .0-0 

0-0 

15 - Q-B?ch 

K-Rl 

23*K-R1 

R-N2 

B.Q-K2 

R-Kl 

l6,BxP 

B-B3 

24,Q-R5 

K*M1 





25.Resigns 

? Who! 


- 3|C 2^5 3,^ PjT rp Sfl X|X 5^ !rj-v i^L 

'i- '!' 'i r - v- v -■< : -v L ^ 



games from Open cont*d 


White : 

Bill Gowen 

Black; J. 

F* 'White 

Queen 1 s Opening 

1.P-Q4 

F-Q4 

S,C-N5ch 

M-Q2 

15.P-K4 

R-Kl 

2.N-KB3 

N-QB3 

9-Q-H4 

PxP 

16 . B-^ 

N-Q2 

3.P-K3 

B"N4 ? 

XO.BxP 

B-Q'3 

17.P-K5 

B-K2 

4 . P-134 

P-K3 

ll*P-Cli3 

0-0 

IS.BxPch 

K-Bl 

5.Q-N3 

BxN 

12,pxP 

N-N3 

19.R-R1 

P-B3 

6 . PxB 

N-KB3 

13 .0-B2 

BxPch 

20 .Q-M6 

Resigns 

7.4xP 

K-QUJ 

X4.S-Q2 

B-Q3 



$ afcs^ljc# ## # # # H,s lls ijt J^r >!■; i|; 3pjs 3^3^ ^ 

sjc jjt sli & ijs ft 5(i. Sjs 3^ ^ ijt i|; Sf( 5^ sjt 5jc ^ i£: ij; 5j< j(i a^; jj; j(; ^ s^j}; 3|( 

Vi/hi te : 

Thacker 

Black: Cleghorn 

King T s Gambit 

1.P-K4 

F-K4 

7.K-Q2 

0-0 

12,K-B3 

BxB 

2 , P-KB4 

PxP 

8.P-W4 ■ 

PxPep 

13.QxB 

P-KB4 

3*N*KB3 

K-KB3 

9,PxP 

BxP 

14 *Q-R6 

Q-K2 

4.F-K5 

M-R4 

lO.RxN 

P-M3 

15*B-*B4ch 

K-Rl 

5*p-g4 

B-K2 

11.R-R3 

B“B5ch 

16.R-M5 

Resigns 

6.B-Q3 

B-R5ch 





S$S3{< J!tS|t ipJ|( sj( ;{i ijn ?J; jjti's Jj3j< s|i # 

V 1 r'l' ¥ sip ^ijj - '- “Fp.iJ? i-p 

v 

t “if V T V i| i T 

^ jjt % sft jfit jfics^ ^ ^ 

White: 

Blied 

Black: Ayer 

Petroff ! s 

Defenc e 

1 1 F-K4 

P-K4 

6 .M-B3 

P-KR3 

ll.PxP 

NxQP 

2.B-KB3 

K-KB3 

7.P-QR3 

P“Q3 

12.P-H5 

N-Q5 

3*3-B4 

B-B4 

8.P-QB4 

B-K3 

13.WxK 

Pxl'J 

4.P-Q3 

0-0 

9.N-QN5 

F-R4 

14.Q-B3 

Q-Q3 

5 *0-0 

N-B3 

lO.NxBP 

BxN 

15*BxN 

QxPmate 

5^C 3|< 5|- Pj^ign \Z ^"Sp ip ip ip ip 5|^ ip ■%'“ Sjjt V" 'k'- 

:^Z 3^ i;< 5^ 5lcJjfJjC »|! if 54# * >!« ^ 3{< 3js Sjc Sit ^tSfuJ; SjS 

5|> 5j? ^ ^ ifc' ^ sjc-ili i|C l]i ij-J 

White : 

Cariou 

Black: Bushby 

Fianchettc Defence 

1 , P-K4 

P-QH3 

7.PxP 

BxP 

13.P-KR3 

P-QR4 

2,N-QB3 

P-N3 

8.N-B3 

B-03 

1;4*B-Q4 

Q-Q2 

3 *N-B3 

B-QH2 

9.B-Q3 

K-0B3 

15 * PxN 

PxP 

4 *N-K2 

B-ti2 

10 .0-0 

N-B3 

16.N-R2 

Q-H5 

5.K-NQ4 

P-Q4 

11.R-N1 

0-0 

17.P-KK3 

Q-R7mate 

6.N-KB3 

P-K4 

12 .Q-K1 

QfJ-N5 



ip j]i ;[i iji i,i i|i Jj£ Sjn ^ Syc. j J q ;Jr ;| t ijt t|; p|jL ^ >p 

i'i ;Ji jji ijt s| : i l|-i 5{t^i ^ 5^s|; if Sjt jj; jjiSit ^ 

White t 

Dodge 

Black: R* 

Freeman 

Sicilian 

Defenc e 

1.P-K4 

P-QB4 

6 ,fixW 

KPxM 

11*P-KN3 

BxR 

2.N-QB3 

R-QB3 

7.H-Q5 

Q-H4 

12*QxB 

K*B1 

3-N-K33 

P-Q3 

. S.F-Q3 

Q-M3 

13.B-Q5 

M-K2 

4*B^BA 

P-K4 

9*N-B?ch 

K-Ql 

14-Q-G7? 

Resigns 

5 .0-0 

M-Q5 

10*NxR 

B«R6 



¥ ^ ^ ^tSjC ^ ip ip ^ ip ip ip ip- -ip ip ip-ipip ip ip ip ip ip ip ip ip i|t ijt ip ijc ifet ip p£t?j£ ip *P ^ Sfc £p ?p ip ^ *p £p ij *■ ip ip ip ip ip ip 5|£ ip ip ip i|£ ip ip J-p ijS ip ip 

White; 

Cariou 

Black: Freeman 

Sicilian 

Defenc e 

X,P-K4 

P-QB4 

7 * R-Nl 

K-Q5 

12 ,PxP 

NxP 

2,N-KB3 

M-QB3 

8,B-K3 

B-.K2 

13 .NxKP 

B-R5 

3 «B-K2 

P“Q3 

9•R-Bl 

0-0 

14.B-N5 

QxB 

4 *0-0 

N-B3 

10,P-QR3 

B-B3 

X5.B-Q1 


5.N-B3 

P-K4 

11 ,Q*K1 

P-Q4 

16,PxN 

QxNPraate 

6 * P-Q3 

B-Q2 






V s ’h' 1 ^ V ^ 5()Oj, SjjGS^S 5^ \i 5|( 5,5 ^'5,5 3^5 ,% 5j£ 5,? 2-jZ 5,5 \% 5,4 * n ' 5,£ 5|£ ij5 ^ ip 5^S i^S ^ Sfe 35^' ^ 3p 3|C i,i £p ip 5,5 i/5 fy* 3$5 5j5, 3 f5 5p5 .-v- -y- ^ -Sfc jjt. 5$C ■*,■■ 5p %■ r r 'r V ¥ 


YOUR NEW EDITOR 


Readers may be interested in a few Tacts about their new Editor* 

He was born in England, a country that takes Chess very seriously. 

For instance, It is as big an honor there to be a member of the Chess 
team as it is to be a member of the football or crickec teams* 

Financial considerations (the Editor admits) started his interest 
in the game at the age of ten. His stepfather, who had spent three 
years in a German prisoner-of-war camp and who had become a good Chess 
player as a result, offered one shilling for every game the Editor won 
off him. This began some serious study of the openings and eventually 
he began to win an occasional game* 

This started a regular Chess Session two or three evenings a week 
and, as time went by, thanks to deep study of Nimzovitch and Znosko- 
Borovski, the Editor made about as much money as the average bank clerk 
in England then earnedl 

At the age of fourteen, the Editor went away to an English Board¬ 
ing School and won the first Chess Competition held after his arrival, 
even though many of the players were some five years older. He made 
the Chess team right away and obtained his Chess 1! colors fT ( a great 
honor), 

During his last term at school, he played 32 serious competition 
games, either in school competitions or against other clubs. As first 
board, he won 31 games and drew one, A strange quirk of fate made him 
play black most of the time. 

The top of his success was when he was chosen to play for Wales 
against Cheshire (equivalent to playing for California against New 
York), Wales was trounced but the Editor,(playing 10th board) was 
one of two of the Wales Team to win. 

Unfortunately, Schooldays ended Chessdays and the struggle for 
existence (and even survival during World War II) postponed further 
Chess playing until 1945 which found our Editor in Rio de Janeiro* 

Here, in the leisurely tropics he came to the amazing decision that 
Chess was not difficult enough. It seemed then that, while Chess was 
indeed a wonderful game, somebody would collect all the games that had 
been played, feed them into a Univac and produce a set of Chess tables 
(like logarith tables) which would tell you exactly what to do for the 
first thirty moves. It seemed to our Editor that there was definitely 
room for an advanced form of Chess with a larger board and more men. 

In consequence, he developed a number of different games, the 
largest of which had a three-dimensional battleground of 34# squares 
and 71 pieces on each side, including cannons, super-cannons, powder 
and ball, archers, battering-rams, tartarugas, mantraps, chariots, 
knights who could dismount from their horses and fight on foot, and 
spies I A game would take three days or morel 

He has now been in the Bay Area for ten years and is again tak¬ 
ing up Chess. While a little out of date with what has been going on 

in the World of Chess, he intends to catch up fast. 


r 



PLAY CHESS WITH “THE SPOOK 15 Hill 


The .pseudonym "The Spook" hides the identity or a fairly strong Chess 
Player t recently arrived in the Bay Area trow Europe* Candidly* we really 

DO NOT KNOW HOW STRONG A PLAYER HE IS - HE MAY TURN OUT TO SE QUITE WEAK* 

He is DEFINITELY NOT a certain International Chess Master or whom you 

MIGHT SE THINKING* 


At any rate, 

he ha's 

consented to play Chess with you 

moves are;- 


French 

Defense 



YOU 

the: spook 


1- 

P - Kk 

9 - 


2. 

P - Q4 

P - Q4 


His first 


Send your third move to "Chess in Action 11 * \4 Bates Blvd*, Orinda, Calif* 

TOGETHER WITH $1*00. pRJZES WILL RE GIVEN TO THE FIRST THREE CONTESTANTS 
WHO SEAT ’ r lHE SPOOK 11 ( I „ £ * » IN THE LEAST NUMBER OF MOVES )* PRIZES WILL 6E 
PURCHASED OUT OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE ENTRANCE PEES SO tT WILL DEPEND ON THE 
RESPONSE WHETHER THESE WILL DE LARGE Gfi SMALL- AFTER SENDING IN YOUR 

FIRST ENTRY AND FEE, PLEASE USE POSTCARDS- 


******* ******** ******** ********* ********* ******** 

NEW “CHESS FRIENDS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 11 GROUP FORMS IN DALY CITY 

On March 15* George Kqltanowski assisted in the birth of a new 

CiFtNiCi GROUP THAT PLANS TO MEET ON TUESDAY EVENINGS AT THE CLUB HOUSE, 

Westlake Park, Daly City- A name pop the group has yet to be chosen* 

The charter members are; Ray Lagomarsino, President} Stan Ruderman, 
Secretary, Jay Irick, Treasurer; William J*. Casburn, Shepard D, Gellept, 

Marsh K* Jenkins, Manuel Jimenez, Rudolph Richter, and Fnrique Rodriguez* 

The Clus has established as one of its basic rules that every memses 
of the cluo shall be a member -of Chess Friends of Northern California. 

* *.+ * * * * * * * * *. * * .• * * * * * 

CHESS DRAMAt Natural sounds present great difficulties in. film making 
and those presented by the great Chess drama "Pawn to King's Fifth 11 were 

NQ EXCEPTIONS. It WAS DISCOVERED that the MOVING of a prECE, WHEN RECORDED, 

SOUNDED like THE SCRAPING OF A LARGE ROCK AGAINST A SHEET OF M£tAL- The 

correct sound was produced gy inducing a fly to crawl over- a sheet of OXIDISED 

CARDBOARD* Al \£ THOSE WHO CARE FOR SUCH THINGS CAN LOOK FORWARD TO THE 

GREAT TWEIAT f>r.t|GC ' l 0t|F KlUftHf Ol- Alir* "TI IF Qufc'fcTN AND i " * 



THE "OPEN" SPRING CRESS FESTIVAL 


Do not miss the ^QPEN 11 Spring Chess Festival at the 
Sheraton-Palace Hotel on Saturday and Sunday, April 19th and 
20th, Announcements of this will Hill particulars should 
already have been received by you. 


Do not overlook that, even if you can only be present 
one day, you can now take part in a complete tournaments. 


Also, try and attend the dinner party on Saturday, 
April 19th* 


The Editor will also be there and mil be doing his 
best to recruit contributors. So, if you have anything inter¬ 
esting for the magazine, even if it is only an idea, bring it 
along, 

"THE SPOOK” will also be there, but strictly incognito 
Try to guess who he is. 


BLINDFOLD CHESS EXHIBITION 

On May 25 } 1956? at the Sheraton-Palace Hotel in San 
Francisco, Mr, George Koltanowski, the renovaied International 
Chess Master and World's Blindfold Champion, will give an ex¬ 
hibition of his amazing powers of Chess concentration, playing 
eight simultaneous games against eight local CFNC Teams, 

This performance will be interrupted in the middle by 
the demonstration of the Knight's Tour, another exhibition of 
blindfold wisardy. 

Spectators' Fee is $1*00, Because of limited space, 
those interested in attending should secure tickets in advance 
by writing to Ef Chess”, 200 Alhambra Street, Apartment 9* San 
Francisco 23, California, 


